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Pbovidencb, R. I., January, 1916. 

To the Honorable General Assembly of the Stale of Rhode Island: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 78 of the General 
Laws, I have the honor to submit to you this, the twenty-second 
annual report of the Factory Inspectors of this State, covering the 
inspection of factories, work-shops, mercantile establishments, bake- 
shops, ice cream and confectionery manufactories, etc., during the 
year ending December 31, 1915. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 



REPORT 



The Chief Factory Inspector respectfully presents the following 
as the twenty-second annual report of the department: 

There have been seven thousand and forty-five (7,045) places 
inspected during the past year, divided as follows: 

Bake-shops, stores, etc., employing less than five persons . 4,365 

Establishments employing five or more persons 2,680 

Total niraiber establishments inspected 7,045 

This is an increase of two hundred and sixty-two (262) in the 
nimiber of places employing less than five persons, and a decrease 
of ninety-two (92) in the niunber of places employing more than five 
persons. 

The number of employees in the various establishments was divided 
as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 109,298 

Females of sixteen years and over 48,732 

Total adults 158,030 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,452 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,712 

Total niunber of children 5,164 

Whole niunber employed 163,194 
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The foregoing figures compaxed with those given in our last report 
show an increase of five thousand two hundred and fifty-three (5,253) 
in the number of adults employed; a decrease of two hundred and 
eighty-six (286) in the number of children employed; a net increase of 
four thousand nine hundred and sixty-seven (4,967) in the whole 
n\imber employed. The percentage of child labor is 3.16. For the 
year 1914 it was 3.4. 

That this increase of nearly five thousand in the total number 
employed is not due to a general increase throughout the State is 
shown by the fact that ten establishments show a combined increase of 
six thousand two hundred and sixty (6,260) in the number employed, 
which is one thousand two hundred and ninety-three (1,293) greater 
than the increase for the entire State. 

The nmnber of employees in the jewelry and silverware manu- 
factories was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 8,200 

Females of sixteen years and over 2,808 

Total adults 11,008 

Males under sixteen years of age 199 

Females under sixteen years of age 162 

Total children 361 

Whole number of employees 11,369 

The number of employees in bake-shops, ice cream and coii- 
fectionery manufactories, stores, etc., employing less than five persons 
was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 5,719 

Females of sixteen years and over 2,562 



Total adults 8,281 
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Males under sixteen years of age 55 

Females under sixteen years of age 7 

Total children 62 

Total employed 8,343 

The number of employees in the textile industries was divided as 
follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 37,561 

Females of sixteen years and over 27,454 

Total adults 65,015 

Males under sixteen years of age 1,624 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,194 

Total children 3,818 

Whole number employed in textile industries 68,833 

Compared with the figures given in last year's report the foregoing 
show an increase of nine hundred and thirty-eight (938) in the number 
of adults employed; a decrease of two hundred and fifteen (215) in 
the number of children employed; a net increase of 723 in the whole 
number employed in the textile industries. The percentage of child 
labor in these industries is 5.6. In 1914 it was 5.9. 
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The following table shows the number of men, women, boys and 
girls employed in the State, and also the percentage of child labor 
by counties, cities and towns: 



The Static, Countibs, 
Cities and Towns. 



THE STATE 

Pbovidence Countt. . . 

BurrillviUe 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Foster 

Glooester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. . . . 

North Smithfield 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield < 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Harrington 

Bristol 

Warren , 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

West Warwick 

West Greenwich. .... 

Newport County 

Jamestown 

little Compton 

Middletown 

Newport 

New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Washington County . . , 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

Narragansett 

North KingstiWn .... 

Richmond 

South Kingstown 

Westerly , 



Adults. 



Men. 



Women. 



109,298 

91.614 

1,768 

1,945 

2,675 

3,485 

2,943 

12 

37 

470 

2,116 

908 

892 

12.424 

51.986 

464 

639 

8,860 

4.2861 

491 

2,641 

1.154 

6.503 

1,200 

454 

775 

4,071 

•3 

3,305 

68 

35 

107 

2.329 

265 

35 

466 

3,590 

19 

5 

242 

256 

420 

279 

503 

1,866 



48.732 

40,226 

802 

1,651 

429 

1,879 

392 

4 

25 

545 

840 

644 

547 

7.400 

19,633 

216 

415 

5,004 

2,250 

43 

1,566 

641 

3,168 
691 
205 
380 

1.981 
1 

1.660 

83 

30 

2 

864 

282 

23 

376 

1.438 

15 

6 

110 

178 

189 

90 

196 

664 





Children. 


Total 
em- 










Total. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


ployed. 


168,030 


2.462 


2,712 


5.164 


163.194 


131.840 


2.021 


2,320 


4.341 


136,181 


2,660 


46 


37 


82 


2,642 


3.496 


61 


96 


146 


3.642 


3,104 


41 


23 


64 


3.168 


5.364 


137 


228 


365 


6.729 


3,336 


24 


16 


40 


3.375 


16 


1 


2 


3 


19 


62 
1.016 








62 
1,102 


33 


64 


87 


2.956 


44 


44 


88 


3.044 


1,462 


62 


64 


126 


1.578 


1,439 


27 


26 


63 


1,492 


19,824 


360 


495 


856 


20,679 


71,619 


894 


904 


1,798 


73.417 


680 


16 


12 


28 


708 


1.064 


19 


21 


40 


1,094 


13,864 


267 


299 


666 


14,430 


6.636 


118 


115 


233 


6,769 


634 


10 


4 


14 


648 


4,207 


63 


77 


140 


4,347 


1,795 


46 


34 


79 


1,874 


9,661 


236 


220 


465 


10.116 


1.791 


43 


44 


87 


1,878 


669 


9 


12 


21 


680 


1,165 


20 


14 


34 


1,189 


6,062 


163 


160 


313 


6,365 


4 
4,966 








4 
6,038 


38 


35 


73 


161 

65 

109 

3.193 








161 

65 

109 

3,208 














14 


1 


16 


647 

68 

842 








547 

58 

900 








24 


34 


68 


6,028 


40 


22 


62 

• 


6,090 


34 

11 

362 








34 

11 

364 








2 




2 


4341 
609; 








434 
619 


5 


'■" 5 


10 


369 


7 


6 


12 


381 


699; 


9 


2 


11 


710 


2.620 


17 


10 


27 


2.547 






3.16 



3. 

3 

4 

2 

6 

1 



18 
1 



4 
2 



16.79 



7. 

2, 

7. 

3 

4, 

2 



6 
89 

98 
66 
1 

4 



3.96 
3.66 
3.9 

3.4 
2.4 
3.2 
4.2 

4.6 

4.6 

3.2 

2.86 

4.9 



1.45 



.46 



6.4 



1.2 



.66 

1.6 
3.1 
1.56 
1. 
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The following table shows the increase or decrease in the number 
of adults and children employed in the different counties, cities and 
towns: 



The State, Counties, Cities. 


Adults. 


Children. 


Total Employed. 


AND Towns. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


THE STATE 


5,253 

4,844 






286 

224 
43 
36 


4,967 
4,620 




Proyidencb County 








Burrillville 


433 
29 




476 


Central Falls 








65 


Crftjiston . . • 


236 
645 
824 
7 
24 
122 


24 
80 


200 
725 
801 
10 
23 
102 




OiimberlanH . 








East Providence 




23' 




Foster 




3 




Glocester 




1 
20 




Johnston 








Lincoln 


42 
448 


16 


26 


North Providence 




53 




501 


North Smithfield 


320 

150 

2,561 

105 




320 




Pawtucket 






188 


38 


Providence 




180 
2 


2,741 
107 




Scituate 








Smithfield 


63 


11 
154 


74 


Woonsocket 


865 

1,227 

61 

1,227 




711 

1,248 

68 

1,246 




Bbistol County 




21 

7 
19 




Barnngton 








Bristol 






' 


Warren 


61 

101 

18 


5 

8 


66 


Kent County 




1 

14 




109 


Coventry 






4 


East Greenwich 


43 


3 
32 


40 




Warwick 


499 




531 


West Greenwich 


4 
369. 


1 . . 


4 
382 




West Warwick 
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Newport County 


224 


47 


271 


Jamestown 


36 




36 




Little Compton 


2 

52 

202 




1 


3 


Middletown 








52 


Newport 






19 




221 


New Shoreham 


44 




44 




Portsmouth 


4 
44 

493 

1 

3 

33 

248 






4 


Tiverton 






27 

28 




71 


Washington County 








521 


Charlestown 








1 


Exeter 










3 


Hopkinton 










33 


Narragansett 






1 
25 




249 


North Kingstown 


5 






20 


Richmond, ....... 


25 
195 


1 




24 


■ South Kingstown 




11 




208 


Westerlv 


7 


8 


15 
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The following table shows the number of men, women, boys and 
girls employed in the textile industries of the State, including estab- 
lishments engaged in the manufacture and finishing of cotton and 
woolen cloths and yams, silk goods, thread, tapes, braids, and twines, 
by counties, cities and towns: 



The State, ConmES, Cities A2n> Towxs. 



THE STATE 

Pboviubmcb Codhtt. 

BurriUville 

Centnd Falls 

Cnnstoa. 

Cmnberland . . . . ^. 
East Providenoe . . . 

Foster 

Glooester 

Johnston. 

lincc^ 

North Providenoe . . 
North SmithfiekL . . 

Pawtucket 

Providenoe 

Scituate 

SmithfiekL 

WooDsoeket 

BBUTOIi COUMTT 

Banin|(ton 

Bristol 

Wanen 

KzitT COUNTT 

Coventry 

East Greenwich. . . . 

Warwick 

West Warwick 

Newpobt Couimr. . . 
Tiverton 

Washinqton Countt 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. . 

Richmond 

South Kingstown. . . 
Westerly 



]^Ien. ; Womai.. \ Boys. Giils 



37.561 

29,130 
1.628 
1.007 

802 
2.880 

789 

4 

25 

415 
1.914 

836 

873 
5.873 
7.114 

323 

597 
4.043 

1.336 
313 
183 
840 

5,005 

1,059 

218 

646 

3,082 

385 
385 

1,705 
4 
192 
308 
258 
347 
596 



27.454 


1.624 


2.194 

1 


22.683 


1.242 


1.840 


776 


44 


37 


1.147 


37 


87 


183 


15 


13 


1,754 


127 


228 


175 


19 


12 


2 






20 


1 


2 


514 


33 


54 


805 


45 


44 


517 


62 


64 


543 


27 


26 


6.128 


292 


500 


6.119 


272 


493 


197 


15 


11 


407 


19 


21 


3.396 


234 


249 


865 


95 


81 


35 


4 


4 


254 


46 


43 


576 


45 


34 


2.807 


228 


217 


555 


41 


44 


157 


9 


12 


365 


32 


21 


1,730 


146 


140 


349 


24 


34 


349 


24 


34 


750 


35 


22 


5 






102 


2 




156 


5 


5 


85 


7 


5 


150 


9 


2 


252 


12 


10 



REPORT OF FACTORY INSPECTION. 



11 



The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the reports 
of this department for the years that the factory inspection law has 
been in force: 



Year. 



1894. 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
'1915 



Number 

of places 

visited. 



294 
293 
379 
355 
433 
549 
595 
617 
628 
644 

653 

I 
1,508 

1,742 

1,899 

1,913 

1,973 

6,225 

6,430 

6,520 

6,689 

6,875 

7,028 



Number 

of adults 

employed 



55,109 

53,523 

50,068 

56,072 

63,259 

72,296 

76,552 

81,496 

86,043 

90,165 

88,545 

112,377 

123,112 

131,059 

122,060 

135,947 

151,199 

156,808 

161,585 

164,005 

152,777 

158.030 



Number 
of children 
employed. 



Total 

number 

employed. 



5,217 

4,4731 

4,065 

4,786 

4,539 

4,666 

5,253 

5,068 

5,477 

6,451 

5,895 

6,917 

6,932 

6,150 

4,924 

5.531 

5,699 

5,699 

5,761 

6,026 

5,450 

5.164 



Percentage 

of 
children. 



60,326 


8.5 


57,966 


7.7 


54,133 


7.6 


60,858 


7.9 


67,798 


6.5 


76,692 


6.0 


81,805 


6.4 


86,564 


5.8 


91,520 


6.0 


96.616 


6.7 


94,444 


6.2 


119,249 


5.8 


130,044 


5.3 


137,209 


4.5 


126,984 


3.9 


141,478 


3.9 


156,898 


3.6 


162,507 


3.6 


167,346 


3.4 


170,031 


3.6 


158,227 


3.4 


163.194 


3.16 



BAKE-SHOPS, ICE CREAM AND CONFECTIONERY MANUFACTORIES. 

There are in force at the present time three hundred and nineteen 
bake-shop certificates, an increase of eight over the number in force 
last year. There are also in force one hundred and seventy-one (171) 
certificates for ice cream manufactories, a decrease of four, and 
eighty-two for confectionery manufactories, a decrease of one, 
making the combined number of certificates in force five hundred 
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and seventy-two (572), an increase of three. Two bakers have been 
forced to move into more sanitary quarters without recourse to law, 
and one basement bakery has been closed. 

RECOMMENDATION. 

I again, and for the fifth time, call your attention to the necessity of 
providing adequate means of egress from factories and work-shops in 
case of fire. The duty of the State is very plain. The army of 
wage-earners should have every protection that engineering skill can 
provide. The very least than can be done is to require that all 
buildings hereafter erected for use as factories and work-shops be 
equipped with tower fire escapes so arranged as to afford an easy and 
safe means of egress from the building in case of fire. This can be 
accomplished without any appreciable addition to the cost of building. 
I earnestly urge you to give the matter your careful consideration. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Two cases have been brought before the Sixth District Court 
during the year. One for violation of the fifty-four hour law and one 
for employing a child under sixteen years of age after 8 o'clock P. M. 
Both were sustained. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Thirteen hundred and two accidents were reported during the year, 
eleven of them resulting in death. Three himdred and ninety-nine of 
these accidents, including four of the deaths were caused by machinery. 
Of the accidents by machinery, three hundred and twenty-four 
were cuts and bruises of the fingers and hands and were not serious. 
The more serious accidents included 1, loss of arm; 1, loss of scalp; 
8, fractured arm; 2, fractured hand; 31, loss of finger. There were 
also a number of bruises and sprains which were not of a serious nature. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector, 



TABULATED STATEMENTS 



OF THE 



FACTORIES INSPECTED 
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